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For the Guide to Christian Perfection 


RELIGIOUS MAXIMS, 
“WAVING A CONNEC “TION THE PRACTICE OF HOLINESS. 


| 
\ 


When! witness” ‘the erroneous estimate which men often ‘place on certain 
kinds of human knowledge, lam reminded of one of the remarkable sayings whith 
abound in the practical ritings of St. Avguatilte Unhappy is he who knows 


he should be ignorant ofe very thing else.” 
‘There are of Christians ; ; those who live emotion, ny and 
those who live chiefly by faith. The first class, those who live chiefly by emotion, _ 


siils. They are often at a dead calm, often out of their course, and sometimes 
driven back. And it is only when the winds are fair and powerful that they move 
onward with rapidity. The other class, those who live chiefly by faith, remind one 
of the magnificent steamers which cross the Atlantic, which are moved by an inte- 
rior and permanent principle ; ; and which, setting at dafingol all ordinary obstacles, » 
advance steadi ly. and to their through calm and storm, through 


» cloud aud sunshine. | 
There are some heathen such as Socrates, and ,that. 


are susceptible of an interpretation that will bring them into close harmony with 

the practical doctrines of Christianity. ‘ Vhe fewer things aman wants,” said / 
on a certain occasion, nearer he i to God.” 

A ats ont who loves an obedient and aff ctionate child, will sometimes give him 


dence and love. Butif the parent should find the child so much taken up with 
| the picture book as to forget the parental commands, and to be getting into waye . 


every thing else, and. does not know Go Boppy} is he Who knows God, though 


remind one of ships, that move by the outward imp se of winds operating upon 


\ occasionally announce moral and religious truths of great value. Truths which | 


_a picture book, a musical instrument, or some other thing, as a token of his confi-.. 
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Guide fo Christian Perfection 
of aiscbadionse: he will take itaway. And thus God sometimes-imparts especia! 
spiritual consolations to his children; but if he finds them, as he sometimes does, 
more taken up with the joys he gives than they are with himself and his com._ 
mands, he will remove them. And he does it in great mercy. It is certainly bet. . 
ter to lose the gift than to be deprived * the rah a to lose our consolations, than 


to lose our God. 
\ LXXII. 


The past is gone ; the future _ no existence. The PRESENT, which a certain 
writer calls the “ divine moment,” or moment of God, is the only period of time — 
which is really committed to us. As there is no oles point of time in which we 
can really serve God but this, which is present to us, the language of the heart | 
should ever * be, What wilt thou have me to do x Now ? 


LXXIIl. 

All deliberate deviation from the will of God sacteantily implies a déciee of moral 
imperfection. If we would be perfect, therefore, our wills must, in the direction of | 
their movement, be completely blended with the will of God. But this does not im 
ply the annihilation of the human will, noreven an obstruction of i its appropriate action. | 
It is a correct saying of Francis de Sales, that our willl is never so much enslaved, as 
o when we serve our lusts ; and never so free, as w hen it is devoted to the will of God.” 


ake do not joys God with the whole heart, say y that they 
desire, that they wish so to love him. Oh, blinds d ones! “How can this possibly 
be, when they are so obviously unwilling to renounce the pursuits and pleasuies 
. of the world, by which God is offended and separated from them! — 
Often the water that is ‘inclosed in a class vessel appears to the unaided eye, 
clear and pure. Butifa ray of bright light suddenly strikes the vessel and illumin- 
ates it, we at once discover various impurities, which had before escaped our notice. 


So our sins have many hiding places, which conceal them from the natural con- . — 


science. And we should ask light from God, a clear, meayenny illumination, that 
we may findthemout, 
LXXV1. \ 

When i in the instruction and admonition of others, we have faithfully done our 
_ duty, we'shall be willing, if we are in a right state of heart, to leave the event, 
with entire calmness of mind,in the hands of God. We know not what shall 
_ profit, whether this or that ; but we may be assured, to say the least, that God will 
do his part, as well as we haye done ours, although perhaps in a different way from 
what we expected. “ ] have observed,” says Bunyan, “« that a word cast in by the 
_ bye, hath done more execution in a sermon, than all that was spoken besides. 
Sometimes also, when I have thought I did no good, then | did the most of all ; and 
at sens te times, when I thought I should catch them, I have ished for nothing.” 


‘itis a duty to rexrove’ on suitable occasions, those are per- 
fect before God. But it is sometimes the case, that the reproof of others, especially 
\ when sharply and frequently uttered, is an evidence of our own imperfection. It 
- too sadly shows, that we have not that spirit of entire self-sacrifice and heart-felt 
charity which, in the language of the apostle, thinketh no evil, but beareth all 
, things, hopeth all things, endureth all things, | 
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Religious Maxims. 


| LXXVIII. 
Vf at any time we are injured by others, and find feelings of anger arising in our 
_ hearts, we should | ever be careful, before attempting to reprove and amend them, 
to obtain a victory over our own hearts, | Otherwise our reproofs, although fully 
“deserved, and although it da be our duty to give them, will be likely to be in vain, 


We must not only do right things, but do them in the right manner. The man- 
ner of a holy person is generally characterized, as compared with that of others, by 
a great degree of meekness and quietude, jarticulariy3 in the ordinary intercourse 
of life... And this for three reasons. 1. A religious one, viz., that his whole soul 
rests calmly 3 in the will of God; and therefore, ordinarily, be sees no occasion 
either for inward or outward perturbation. 2. A. philosophical one, viz., an out- 
ward perturbation or excitement of manner reacts upon the mind, and sometimes 
stimulates the inward ftotions and passions so much as partially to take them out 
of our own control which is injurious. 3. A practical one, viz., a quiet and sub- 
dued manner, phen flowing from deep religious principle, has an exceedingly im- 
pressive and happy effect upon the mass of mankind , especially upon persons ) ee 
intelligence and cultivation. Still there are some occasions, perhaps not very fre- 
quent, when an energy and even of manner is not inconsistent with, 

It isa sure si on that our heart i is not perfect before God, and. does nd entirely. 
rest in him, when, like: the unconverted Athenians of old, we are anxious to hear 
or to tell some new thing , When we are exceedingly troubled about our own repu- 
tation among men, and aber’ in regard to any py of a worldly nature, we ex-— 
| an eager and state of mips 


We are at liberti to take to ourselves the which naturally results from 
NY, the use or qualification of the senses, such as eating and drinking; when such use 
| ‘or qualification oceurs)in the providence of God and with the divine permission ; a 
but if in our thoughts we unnecessarily anticipate such pleasures, or, when they 
are past, recall them to. recollection in a sensual manner, it is a melancholy evi- 
dence that God is ‘not the full and satialying, portion, of our souls, and that our 
heart is not wholly right with him, 


| | LXXXIL. 
While we admit the duty of ever bearing be. cross, we are to remember that 
we must bear it just where God, in his providential dealings, sees fitto impose it = | 
upon us, without assuming the responsibility of either seeking or shunning it. We 
fog shall find that God kas placed it in the whole course of our life, and at precisely — 


“the right place ; and all he requires of us is to ‘bear it with a faithful heart when j 
Our advancement 1 in the Christian life may be said to depend upon one — | i 
viz., whether we wish to direct God, orare willing to resign! ‘ourselves TO BE WHOLLY | | 
DIRECTED BY HIM. | 
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For the to Christian Perfection. 


PRINCIPLES OF THE INTERIOR OR HIDDEN LIFE, 
I. 


SOME MARKS OR TRAITS. OF THE HIDDEN LIFE. 


pid there i is a modification or form of religious experience which may convenient 
ly, and probably with a considerable degree of propriety, be denominated the In- 
terior or Hidden Life. As this form of religious experience is much in advance of 


that which so often lingers darkly and doubtfully at the threshold of the Chris- 

tian’s career, and as it implies an intimate union with the divine mind, we may 

perhaps regard the Psalmist as making an indistinct allusion to it, when he says, 

(Ps. cxix. 114,) “Thou art my uipiné PLace and my shield.” And again, | 
» xxxii.7,) ‘* Thou art my HIDING PLACE; thou shalt preserve: me from trouble.” 


And again, (Ps. xix. 1,) He, that dwelleth in the secrer PLACE of the Most | 


High, shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.” _~ 


Perhaps. the Apostle Paul makes some allusion to this more advanced ana na- | 


tured condition of the religious existence, when he says, (1 Cor. ii. 7, 8, 9, 10.) 
“ But we speak the wisdom of God ina mystery, even the HIDDEN wisdom, whicti 
~ God ordained before the world unto our glory: which none of = of this 
world knew ; for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of 


“into the heart of man the things which God hath prepared for those that love him. But 
God hath revealed them to us by his Spirit.” And does not the Saviour himself 


world, and unknown, to a considerable extent, even to many that are’ ‘denominated 
Christians? “He that hath an ear let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the 
Churches. To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the HIDDEN MANNA, and i 
“will give him a. white stone, and in the stone a NEW name written, which no Man 

knoweth save he that RECEIVETH 
phrase, Hidden Life, | is appropriately and peculiarly the life of al 
hig: | those who, advancing beyond the first elements of Christianity, may properly be 
said to be sanctified in Christ Jesus, indicates a vitality or living principle, Which. 
iit ‘differs i in various particulars from every other form of life. | | | 
a “| of, Dn-thesfirat place, the life of those who dwell i in the secret place of the Most: 


a powerful springs of action, are not known to the world. In the ordinary forms of 
“2 ~~ the religious state, there is such a mixture of worldly and religious motives, that 


ciples which regulate the conduct of its possessors. But of the springs an 1d move 
ment in the purified or Hidden Life, except by dark and uncertain conjecture, they 
know comparatively nothing. ‘They can form no adequate /idea of that higher 
Christian. philosophy which inculcates the love of holiness forholiness’ stke. Per- 


principles and process by whichva ship is guided across the Atlantic, as an uncon- 
verted person does of the impulsive and régulative principles of that soul whose 


[ale But, as it is written, eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered — 


sometimes recognize the existence of an Interior or Hidden Life, unknown to the 


High, may be calleda Hidden Life, because its moving principles, its interior and 


| 
the world can form, if not a positive, yet an approximated estimation: of the 
| 


haps it would not be too much to say, that an ignorant child knows.as much of the _ 
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tife can be truly said to be ‘hid with Christ in God.” And does not this agree 
with what we are told in the Scriptures? ‘But the natural man receiveth not the 


things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him; neither can ont 
‘know them, because they are spiritually discerned.” 1 Cor. ii. “= 


Il.. In the second place, the life which we are considering, may properly be. 
called a Hidden Life, because the animating principle, the vital or operative ele- 
ment, is not so much in itself as inanother. Itisa life otafted into another life. 
it is the life of the soul incorporated into the life. of Christ; and in such a way, 
that, whi! ie it has a distinct vitality, it has so very much in the sense in which the 
branch of a tree may be said to have a distinct vitality from the root. “Tam the 
vine,” says the Saviour, ‘‘ ye are the branches. He that abideth in me and [ in 
him, the same bringeth forth much. fruit; for without me ye can do nothing.” 
The life flows out of Christ into this form of the Christian life ; and in such a 
degree that the subject of it is distinctly conscious, or at least has a full conviction 
that his spiritual and and emanate from that divine 

“4. Ip the third place, the Hidden Life has a claim to the descriptive epithet: 
which we have proposed to apply to it, Because it is a life in which the soul. is 
brought into.a sweet t and mysterious nearness and union wth God. It would — 
hardly. be too much to say that the soul has, In some important sense, changed its | 
locality. It has not only withdrawn its afte ‘etions from the world, which Separated 


it for so long a time from its C reator, but mounting upward, it experiences a mys- 


tical reunion, a inost holy and de! ightful mingling with: the infinitude and blessed- 
ness of the divine, nature. Not an extinction of our “personality, for that would > 


be a view false and pernicious ; but an union, although the similitude gives butan 


imperfect idea of the reality, like that of the planets to the sun, which revolve i in its 
attr action ; 4 and are not only bound to it by a strong and indisso!uble) ‘tie, but are 
ever ‘clothed in its light. -T he soul may be said, in the experience of this interior: 
life, to live in God as wellas with him, God is its centre: and its home ; not only 
its sustaining power, but its encircling radiance. / | 
IV. The Hidden Life is different not only from the life of unconverted men, 1, but: 
even in some degree from that of immature Christians, in this respect, that\it is 
almost constantly the ‘subject of new and most interesting religious experiences, 
It seems to be evident froin the Scriptures, that they, who love God with the whole _ 
heart, hot only are beloved by Hin in return, but that He will condescend to mani- | 


fest his love. And this he does by pres senting new views of truth, duty, and hap- 


piness ; by inspiring sentiments of gratitude and confiding trust, and by spiritu- | | 


ally passing before them, and conversing with them, as a man converseth with his | 
brother. Happy is the man who is in such a case. He is united by a chain- 


stronger than adamant, even by Christ himself, to the throne, of the great God, the” + 


holy and immutable throne. 

And we may add here, that the Hidden Life, ot. which | we have endeavored, in 
these few words, to give a eéneral) rather than a specific and exact idea, hath ever 
had an existence. In the most disastrous periods of the church, there have al- 
ways been some, (a seven thousand, perchance,) who have not bowed the knee to 
Baal. a may have become corrupt; churches may have been infected 
with unholy leaven; the rich and the learned may have been unanimous in their 
rejection of every thing except the mere superficialities of religion ; and yet‘it will 
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graceful schisms of the church ; they had known nothing of the eclebrated names 
meditated their Bibles; and the name, the blessed name, the name of Jesus, was Fs 


tests, I have found in some retired place, those with whom I could take sweet 

counsel together on the things of the Lamb of God. My soul has melted within | 

me to find that God, when driven from the abodes of the great, and even from hig 

own sanctuary, still condescends to raise up trophies of bis grace, and to ere ct,as: 
were, spiritual temples in the wilderness. They stand there, bright i in their soli- 
and ready to ne adorned with everlasting crowns. A K. 


write that which he will bless to the benefit of your soul. 
. With regard to the subject of your letter, holiness of heart and ag 
delighted with holiness in itself, and with God’s blessed, delightful =) 
way of bringing his people into the enjoyment of its iS only 


find God’s exceeding great and precious promises, and place our feet 


ble and punctual man to fulfil a business engagement, or to meeta | 
note at bank at the specified time. - You say the credit of such aman... 


| \ \ 
_ man cannot or will not redeem his notes, his concern breaks down a 


at once become a broken down concern before all the. universe ? 


be found that God, who values the blood of his beloved Son too highly to Tet it 
remain inoperative, has raised his altar in individual hearts. In the dwellings of 
the poor, in solitary. places, in the recesses of vallies and mountains, he has written 
his name upon regenerated minds; and the i incense of their adoration, remote from _ 
public notice, has gone silently up to heaven, They had heard acihiny of the dis- 


which have been the watchwords of passing sectaries; but they had read and de eply — 


precious to them. A happy moment has it been, when, sick of theologic sal con- 


| For the Guide to Rerfection. 
| | 


My Dear the ble Lawl: now help me to. 


means of attaining it, I can say with truth that Lam more and more 


- 2 
4 


on these, and trust Christ to fulfil them , just as you trust a responsic 3 | 


is at stake, and he, therefore, will redeem his paper for his own n sakes. 


_ And now I ask, iC the ctedit of the Lord Jesus Christ is not at stake | 
for the fulfilment of every one of God’s exceeding great and precious | 


promises to every soul that confides in them? We know that if a a a 


and so if Christ either could not or would not fulfil God’s cov saath B 
and. oath to those who confide in him, I ask if his kingdom Ww ould not. 


But we have no such catastrophe to fear. Christ, for his own | 
name’s sake, will see every promise of God strictly and entirely ful- | 
filled to us, for which we place our confidence in him. But if we 
treat God’s exceeding great and precious promises like the protested » 
notes of a bankrupt institution, which are thrown aside among waste 
papery'as of no possible value, and regard Christ as one in whom it 
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| js not safe to place confidence for the fulfilment of the promises of a 
; God of truth, we may expect to find these promises and Clirist, the 
surety of them, just as our unbelief regards them. We have » placed, 
in that case, no confidence in Christ, and hence no confidence is be- 
_trayed though these promises remain unfulfilled. But when we have 
‘trasted Christ for the fulfilinent of these promises, they must be ful- 
filled or his faithfulness must fail ; an event which, could it transpire, — 
would fill all heaven with infinite consternation and dismay. , 
Now it is written, “The Lord thy God will circumcise ‘thine 
heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, that thou mayest live.” On this 
promise of the living God, I take my stand, and, looking up to Christ 
— in whom the promises of God are all yea and amen to the glory of. 
God by me, | place. a full confidence in him that he will see that... 
promise fulfilled to me. On bis faithfulness I rely for that blessing. 
Now lL ask how earth or hell can prevent the fulfilment of that prom- 
ise? Again we learn, in the first chapter of the gospel by Luke, that. 
“God has covenanted and sworn that we, being delivered out of the 
hand of our, enemies, may serve him without fear, in holiness and 
righteousness before him, all the days of our life; and that he has | 
raised up Christ, an horn of salvation or us, to fulfil that covenant 
and oath.” 
brother, suppose ‘that you place a full in ‘Chin, 
your: horn of salvation, for the fulfilment of God’s: covenant ‘and oath 
to you.» In other. words, you take Christ’as your security, and as 
eood and sufficient security, that this covenant and oath of God shall 
have an entire fulfilment in yourself from this time henceforth and- 
forever, and go on continually in the full exercise of such a faith. 
In that case can God's covenant and oath fail ¢ Impossible ! |! Heaven 
and earth shall pass aw ay, but the words of the living God shall not 
pass away. ‘Try it. Do, my brother, try it, if you, have not already. 
~ Take hold on the promise and risk every thing on the tried” faithfal- * 


Newark, N. J, Feb. 20, —— 
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Dear FatHer’ you specially equéted’ me to sive 
you a written account of my experience in regard to the subject of Dy 
entire sanctification, | will endeavor to do ‘SO, and pray that the 
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Holy Ghost may bring all to my remejnbratice” that will tend 
to throw light upon this great and glorious subject. 

At the age of ten and a half years, I was led to the knowledge of 
— Jesus by the remission of sins, My peace and joy in the Lord | |} 
abounded ; and for some weeks subsequent to my justification, I felt , 
nothing contrary to perfect love which casteth out fear ; constantly \ es 
rejoicing in God, and endeavoring to serve him with all my powers, \ 
My heart seemed to cleave to him with increasing intensity of love =| _ 
and firmness of purpose. But soon | felt the rising of depraved na- ( : 
ture, and had to contend with evil dispositions that [ discovered were ig 
lurking within, and rebelling against the King of kings and Lord of 

— lords, who, though he reigned j in my heart, had not yet fully destroy- 
ed the man of sin, but had subjugated him, and bound him, (as it 
were, hand and foot,) so that he could not have dominion over me. 
Yet, though thus subdued, he still remained, and was continually 
striving to regain the ascendancy, and usurp the throne of which the 
adorable Redeemer had possession. ‘T’o prevent sin from having do- 
_ minion over me, was my unceasing effort, and my soul was. pained. feat 
and grieved. inexpressibly, to feel the workings of this vile enemy 
~ within: often did I weep in extreme anguish of spirit. on account of 

it, for | was not then aware that it was my blessed privilege to have’ 

i this foe cast out and utterly banished from my heart. But shortly 
after this period, there came a holy man of God, to preach in the — 

place of my residence. As a good and faithful shepherd, hes Soon. \ 
-» sought out the lambs of the flock, and as I was the youngest and most 
ee _ tender one, he made me an object of his peculiar care. With unre- | 
—mitting solicitude he watched over me, and strove 
- guide me into “ the good and the right way of the Lord.” Hedid, © 
indeed, lead me, (with all the flock of which he had the pastoral 7 1 
-eare,) to living fountains of water—and green pastures of grace. 
“Most clearly, and forcibly, and constantly, he preached the. doctrine 
— of fall salvation, as the privilege of all the children of God, and O, 

~ with what avidity did my hungry, panting soul, seize this living bread, 
and drink this life-giving water! This was just what I wanted | ! In 
the fullness of my soul 1 exclaimed—_ : 


This is the way 1 long have’ | 
And mourned because I found it not; | 
My grief a burden long has been, 
IN, Because I was not saved from sin. 
Andpow— 
VON The King’s highway of holiness. 
go, for all his paths are pence 


QO, what inttterable | joy sprang up in my soul, in the blissful hope 
of being delivered out of the hands of _my enemies, that I might 
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serve God without fear, in holiness and righteousness before him, all - 
the days of my life. Irom that hour, in which it was first presented 


to me as my privilege in Christ Jesus, I sought it with unremitting | 


diligence and earnestness, and I think I may say, | that hour presented 


myself to God “a living sacrifice,’—that hour gave myself to 


_ him “ in the bonds of an everlasting covenant ’—and that hour be- 
“gan to “ reckon myself to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God, 
Jesus Christ our Lord (this, I shink, was about six 


months after my conversion to God:) yet I did not, at that time, re- 
ceive the evidence. that the work was fully wrought : it was several 


months, after, that I was made to “rejoice with joy unspeakable, and 
full of glory,” in possession of that precious gift, the witness of the - 
— Spirit that my heart was cleansed from all unrighteousness. And — 


never, never could I forget the felicity —the ineffable bliss of that 
hour! So great was the “ weight of glory” which filled my soul, 


that it prostrated my, body, deprived me of physical strength, and of 


all my external senses : for some time I was unconscious of what was - 


‘passing around me 3. I was in communion with heaven, and my bless- 


ed Redeemer seemed. so near to me, that I could see him face to 
face, and so was [ overwhelmed with the clory of his countenance, 
and so captivated with the words of unutterable love which he spoke | 


to my heart, that I could neither see nor hear aught beside.; When 


Treceived power to speak, I endeavored to tell. those around me 
“© how: ereat things God had done for me ;”? and I was afterward in- 


formed that such was the power of the Holy Spirit accompanying 


_tmy words, that all were melted to tears, and many commenced seek- 
ing to be ; made e partakers of like precious faith.” How clearly did 


this demonstrate that it was the work of God—for a littley i ienorant, 
feeble child to be thus empowered to speak words that would affect 
the hearts of persons advanced in years and in knowledge! How 


manifestly was divine ‘ strength made perfect in weakness ! Rea ew 


to magnify the grace of God, ‘that I thus allude to the effect prpdnsed 


_ by the relation of the manifestation of divine love to me when a. 
child. I am fully sensible that it was all of grace. What a confir-— 

mation of the trath of the words of inspiration—* Not by mieht, nor~ 
~ by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord!” From that time, IL 


went forward in the way of holiness with. undeviating steps, and 
rapid pace, for some length of time, (I think about nine or ten 
months,) and then, by listening to the ‘advice of some, whom I con+ 
sidered wise counsellors, | had aseason of spiritual darkness, which, 
however, was of short duration. I was advised to cease professing 
the attainments of holiness ; they said I.conld show it by my life and 
conversation, without professing it; and it would appear more hum- 
ble and becoming, especially as I was a little child; and | was al- 
ways ready to ppoaive instruction and counsel from older Christians, 
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and therefore yielded to their opinion, believing they were influenced — I 


by the good Spirit. But I soon discovered that the holy flame in ny 
heart began to grow dim; I was alarmed, and began. to search for the 
cause, praying with great fervency of soul, to have the fullness of 
love restored to me, which I felt I had in a measure lost ; yet I could 
appeal to the Omniscient one, and say, ‘“‘ Thou knowest that I love 
thee! Thou knowest that since I laid myself upon the altar, and 
gave myself an offering to thee, | have never taken the sacrifice away ; 
IT have never removed the offering thence ; I am thine, blessed Jesus, 
only thine, wholly thine! I will ever be thine! But where, O, 
_ where, is that fullness of peace, and joy, and light, and love? Where 
/ is that sweet communion with him whom my soul loveth—that con- 
__ Stant intercourse with heaven? I cannot, will not, rest without this! 
After having drank at the fountain of bliss so copiously, I cannot be 
satisfied with a scanty supply. ‘The holiness I must have! I didnot 
long wrestle thus in earnest believing prayer, before the windows of ; 


_ heaven were opened, and a plenteous effusion of holy love poured — 


into my heart, and again I rejoiced in possession of the fullness of 


love. I then saw clearly that it was my duty to speak more fre- _ 


quently on this subject, and on every suitable occasion to proclaim 


4 


~ 


the riches and. the glory of this great salvation. I discerned more | 
perfectly the way in which I ought to walk: that I must look to ~ 
God’s word and Spirit for direction, and not depend so much on frail 
mortals for guidance. The language of my heart from that time 
was, “ Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” and I was enabled to 
pursue the narrow path with renewed ardor and diligence, and made — 
rapid advancement in the knowledge and love of God. For several . 
. years my course was steady, and my happiness‘in God continually in- _ 
\creasing and abounding. In the year 1835, I left ithe place of my 
birth, and residence from my childhood up, and came to the place of 
- my present residence. In the Methodist society here I found some— 
of “the excellent of the earth,” but the Church in general were not 
deeply devoted to God. I soon discovered that there was a peculiar — 
repugnance felt by many to the profession of entire sanctification, — 
was informed that several who had for many years enjoyed this 
blessing, had long since ceased to profess it. I thought, now if 1 pro- 
_ fess it, I shall stand entirely alone, and I shall be considered arrogant | 
and-assuming. They will say, there are Vote mothers and fathers in 
Israel who have so long shown the fruits of holiness, and they do not | 
_ speak of it publicly—and Jo, here comes a stranger, and elevates her- 
~ self above these devoted souls, who are well known as the excellent 
of the earth, This was too much for me—for by reasoning with the 
evil one I was, like Samson, “ shorn of my strength.” I yielded to 
the tempter, and resolved to hide the cift of God that was in me, — 
though it was still my purpose to live wholly devoted to God, and to’ 
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oft kept back a part of the price,” and consequently my enjoyments 


Experience of a Lady. 


guard the sacred treasure of holy love in my soul with great care : 


the thought of losing this precious es was the most distant from 


my; mind. 


But alas, ie vain’ were. my efforts to retain this hallowed en} njoy- 
ment! I had orieved the Holy Spirit,—clouds-and_ darkness gath- 


ered round me, and’ was! ‘filled ith eloom and sadness. I. besought 


the Lord, in fervent supplication, to remove the clouds, and again . 
reveal to me “the brightness of his face,’’ for without it I could not :- 
-rest,—I could not live. ‘This earth seemed indeed as a barren wil- — 


" derness, and my soul found no food, no sustenance—it was famishing, 


~ dying. While engaged in prayer, my gracious, condescending Lord 
dispelled the darkness, and with unutterable joy [ saw again the out- 


beamings. of his slorious, countenance, who was the life of my 


delights, ” and again went on my way rejoicing. But alas, “ the fear 
of man, which bringeth a snare,” again brought me into darkness. 


~ Again [ concealed the light which God had commanded me’to set u 


before the world that they might glorify him ; ; and what wonder that 
he withdrew. it from me, ‘when 1 would not improve it in showing | 
forth his praise ? But in the ever abounding: coodness of God he 
again looked upon his rebellious child, and through Jesus, whose all- 
atoning merits | pleaded, and by faith could claim, he received me 


graciously, and again owned me for his child! 


‘But—shall I say it ?—afterall this again hesitated to bea 
of the efficacy of his all-cleansing blood “publicly, though I did. speak 
of it to individuals, and urged it upon them as their “privilege, and!" 


endeavored to be diligent in every good word and work, but still 


again declined. | This vacillating. course 1 continued to pursue till 
the winter 1840, in the month of January ; . when I was led to seel 


wien all my heart: an entire conformity to the image of Jesus. hi 


ne day, after having ‘entered my closet and shut the door,” 
determinjiae never to leave it till this blessed work was wrought in 


my heart, the Spirit of God revealed to me that I must come toa _ 
point to. which I had hitherto been unwilling to come, or I could 


never receive the blessing for which 1 was seeking. I must resolve 


and covenant with God that I would no more hesitate to be a “ wit- | 
ness” for him, no more yield to the fear of man, but be willing to bear. 
_ the reproach of Christ,—be willing to forsake all and follow him fully 


—or he would take bis Holy Spirit from me, and I should no more 
enjoy his favor. ‘The time had now come when I must be a whole 
Christian, or no Christian; and now was the severe test. Could I 


bear to. (em my ‘ name cast out as evil”—to be called enthusiastic, 


presumptuous, arrogant? I thought of the priceless worth of the 
treasure | was to receive, the ineffable bliss I should enjoy, if I would 
make the sacrifice ; and O, in a that moment the glory, the value, the 
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228 Guide to Christian Perfection. 
exquisite delight of that “ unspeakable gift” absorbed my whiots soul. 
I did not hesitate. I could not. I said, Lord, take my soul, ey 
life, my all! I will forsake all and follow thee | Vi 


| “ Gladly reckon all things loss, “4 


So but Jesus gain !”’ < | 


sacrifice, and once again embraced me in the arms of his mercy! Q, 


myself but unto him that died for me and rose again ;’ ‘that I was 


time how cladly have I run at the bidding of my Lord! I have not 
stopped to ask if this of that would be ‘pleasing to the church or to 
_ the world,—if in so doing or speaking I should gain tlie approbation 


and whatever I believe to be in accordance with the ward and spirit 


* understanding , keeps my heart and mind through C hrist Jesus.” QO, 


and regret I retrospect the period when, through my unfaithfulness, 


sons through which I passed, by reason. of the clouds which I brought 
upon my own soul, when I might have enjoyed perpetual ‘sunshine, 
had I diligently hearkened to the voice of the Lord, and faithfully 
obeyed his commands. O, had I always been willing to deny my- 


‘in the blessed way of holiness! I am confident that this is the only 

way to retain the perfect love of God. There must be the spirit of 

sacrifice. We must be “ crucified to the world, and the world to us,’ 
and our “life hid with Christ in God.” There must be no compro- 


of all we have and are, if we would be conformed to the likeness of 


ing in the work of the Lord. . = 

I would remark, with reference to my refusal or unwillingness to 
confess what God Sad. wrought 1 in me, I did not do this with a clear 
and full conviction that I was acting contrary to the divine will. Satan 
-Inanaged it so that I did not discern it thus. There was always 
something presented to my mind as a reasonable excuse for not pro- 


| 


fos I will count it all joy even. to be persecuted Sei Christ’s sake, ; 
and rejoice to be counted worthy to bear the glorious shame of my 
Redeemer’s cross! My gracious, long-suffering God accepted the 


what bliss did I feel in realizing that he had indeed accepted the offer- 
ing, and sealed me his! that. henceforth I was “ to live, not unto | 


now to work, and speak, and. think, for. God alone. And from that. 


my: fellow-mortals. 1 only ask, Will it please God: Is it the 
will of my adorable Redeemer for’ mé to do or speak this or that? 


of God, that I endeavor to do, “And the peace of God, that passeth | 


the bles#dness of having a single eye! one object, one desire, one 
~ purpose, one aim—for God to live. and die! With deepest sorrow — 


srieved the blessed Spirit of God. How. many were the dark sea-— 
self and take up my cross, how much farther should | have advanced A. 


mise with self, or earth, or sin; there must be an entire renunciation — 


him who knew no sin—if we would have the Saviour to dwell in us | 
| 
and walk in us—if we would be steadfast, immovable, always abound- 
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degree, the state of all “ who are born from ay 


‘our early justification the Divine life is comparatively small, and mixed. 


The Test of a New Creature. 


fessing this attainment: it was in no case my intention to act contrary 
to the divine requirement, or to incur the displeasure of Heaven. Yet 


_ I cannot believe that there was an entire abandonment of self at those 
times when [ was led into that fatal snare; there was not a forsaking | 


of all for Christ, otherwise I should have been so entirely under the 
Spirit’s influence that I should have been guided into all truth, and 
would have seen clearly the way in which [ should walk. From 


‘this I have learned the necessity of cleaving closely to the side of my * 


Saviour, and of looking to Jesus, moment by moment, to keep my. 
feet from falling, and to save me from the power of the tempter; and — 


while I live thas near to God, Satan, nor earth, nor self, nor sin, can 


have any influence over me. Pray for me that I may be preserved 
“blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
With great respect, believe | me ‘yours, 


\ 


We publish the following “ Test of a New Greatyre not irs a cursory reading, F 


but as a sort of text book for the Christian on self-ex amination, sincerely hoping - | 


that so valuable an auxiliary will be duly appreciated by all whose. souls are panting. | 


for “ the fulness of God.” may the Searcher of hearts bless it to our p-ggae § in seek- 


ing a knowledge of ourselves. 


THE TEST OF A NEW CREATURE: 
“oR, HE ADS OF EXAMINA TION FOR ADULT | CHRISTIANS. 
i Beamins yourselves, whether ye be i in the faith. ae Cor, xiii. 5. 


Whatever is the state of one wholly renewed, atte, | in a-less 
” and whatever 
is the fruit of perfect holiness, to walk by the same rule must be the 
way to obtain the same salvation. | The image of God is one, grace — 


is the same ; and to be in Christ 1 is to believe, and have the {ellow- 


ship of his Spirit. 


Regeneration differs only in degrees of and 


with sin; but when perfectly renewed, we are strong, and every 
part pure, holding by faith that salvation Which makes us one wath 


the Son of God. 


The law given in our first s state, ? the law required 2 the gos- 
pel,—the covenant of works and the covenant of faith,—are different. — 
Whatever we see in the example of Jesus, and whatever he promises 
to bestow c on his are “unguestionable of Gospel 
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and designs, as my soul is the life of my body? 
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salvation. Neither is the me of this salvation, of our justification, 
or of our renewal after the image of God, Guishéd, till the resurrec- 
tion, when we shall “ see him as he is,” and. beholding him face to 
face, ‘‘his name shall be written on our foreheads.’ Nor can we 
ever have so much of the likeness of God as to be incapable of more ; 


but rather the more we obtain of his image and favor, the moje we 
are fitted to receive for ever, and ever. | 


“HEADS OF ‘EXAMINATION. | 


I. Do I feel any pride; or am J partaker of the meek and lowly 
mind that was in Jesus? Am I dead to all desire of praise? If an 
despise, me, do I like them the worse for it? Or if they love and 
~ approve mé, do I love them more on that account? Am I willing to 
be accounted useless, and of no consequence ,—glad to be made of no 
reputation? Do humiliations give me real pleasure, and is it the 
language of my heart, 


Make me little and unknown,» 
Loved and prized hy. God alone 


II. Does God bear witness in my heart that i it 1s is purified 2 a In 


all things please him ? 


‘TU. Is the life [ live « by the faith of the Soni of God, 0 
that Christ dwelleth in me? Is Christ the life of all my ecto 


Is my eye single, 


and my soul full’ of light,—all_ eye within and without ; 
watehful?. 


IV. Have I always the presence of God? Does no > cloud come 
Ticewens God and the eye of my faith? Can I “ rejoice, evermore, 


pray without ceasing, and in every thing give thanks 22”) 


V. Am I saved from the fear of man? Do I speak plainly to all, 
neither fearing their frowns nor seeking their favors? Have I noshame 
of religion ; and am I always ready to confess Christ, to suffer with 
his people, ‘and to die for his sake? / 

VI. Dol deny myself at all times, and take up my cross as the 
_ Spint of God leads me? Do I embrace the cross of every sort, be- 
ing willing to give up my ease and convenience to oblige others ; or 
do L expect them to conform to my hours, ways, and customs ? Does 
_ the cross sit light upon me, and am | willing to suffer all the will of 


{ God : Can | srainpte on pleasure and. pain: ? “Have AX 


A soul inured to ‘pain, 


To hardship, grief, and loss ; 
Sold to take up, firm to sustain, 
The consecrated cross 


Vil. Are my badily senses, and outward all to 


me? Dol not seek my own Abibgs, to please myself ? Do I seek 
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grace more for God’s honor than my own profit, preferring the glory 


of God to all in earth or heaven ; the Giver to the gift? 

Am poor in spirit: Do I “take pleasure in infirmi- 
ties, necessities, distresses, reproaches ;”” so that out of weakness, 
want, and danger, | may cast myself on the Lard 1 ? Have I no false 
shame. in approaching God ¢ ? Do I seek to be saved, asa pen sin- 
ner, by grace alone? 

IX. “Do I not “lean to my own Am: réady 


to give up the point when contradicted, unless eonsclence forbid ? 


Am I easy to be persuaded? Do I esteem every one better than my- 
self? Am [as willing to be a cypher as to be useful, and does my 


burn bricht, notwithstanding this willingness to be nothing ? 
X. Have I no false wisdom, , goodness, strencth ; ; as if the “erace I 


feel were my own? Do I never take that slory to myself which be- 


Jongs to Christ? Do I feel my want of Christ, as much as ever, to 
be my all: ? and do I draw near to God, as poor ‘and needy, only pre- 


seating before his well beloved Son ? Cant: sayy 
| Every moment, Lord, I need | 
~The merit of thy death ? 
I shall hang upon my God, 
I thy perfect, glory see, 
Till the sprinkling of thy blood 


Shall apeak: me ap to thee 


‘| Do 1 find joy in being thus nothing, , empty, civing all 


the elory to Christ ?- “Or dol wish ‘that grace made me “something, 


instead of God being all? oe 


XI. Have I meekness? Does it bear rule over all my tempers, | 


affections, and desires ; so that my hopes, fears, joy, zeal, love, and 
hatred, are duly balanced? Do I feel no disturbance’ from others, 


and do I desire to give none? If any offend me, do | still love them, — 


and make it an occasion to pray for them ? If condemned by the 


world, do I entreat ; if condemned by the godly, am | one in whose one 
i math there Is no, reproof ; replying only as conscience, and not as 
‘impatient nature dictates? If in the wrong, do [I confess it? If in 
“the right, do Tsubinit, being content to do well, and suffer for it? It 
is the sin of superiors to be overbearing, of inferiors to be stubborn 5 — 
if, then, | am a servant, do | yield not only to the gentle, but \to oe 


froward, committing my cause in silence to God; or ifa master, do 
show all long suffering he Lord of all wilt ‘as he that serv- 
eth’ AGT am the vreatest, do | make myself least, “and _ the ser- 
vant of all;” af a teacher, am I lowly, meek, and: patient, not con- 


cvited, self willed, nor downiatio 1 ? Awl ready to give up the claims 


of respect due to age, station, parent, master, Xe.; or do L rigidly ex- 
act those demands 
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XII. Do I possess resignation; am I content with watever | IS, 
_ or may be; seeing that God, the Author of all events, does, and will 
do, all for my good ? Do I desire nothing but God, willing to part. 
with all, if the Lord manifests his will for my so doing > Dol « know 
how to abound,” and yet not gratify unnecessary wants ; but being 
content with things needful, do I faithfully and freely dispose of all 
the rest for the help of others ? Do I know how to suffer need? Is_ 
_ my confidence unshaken while I feel the distress of poverty, and have 

the prospect of future want, while, humanly speaking, strangling 
~ were better than life? And, in these circumstances, do I pity those 
_ who, having plenty, waste it in excess instead of helping me ? 


XI. Am I just; doing in all things as [ would others should do 


unto me? Dol render due homage to those above me, not presum- 


ing on their lenity and condescension | ? Asa superior, do I exercise — 


no undue authority, taking no advantage of the timidity, respect, or 
necessity of any man? “Do I consider the great obligation supe- 

riority lays me under, of being lowly and kind, and of setting a awe 
example ?. 

XLV. Amt temperate, using the yond | and not it? 
J receive outward things in the order of God, making earth a scale to 
heaven? Is the satisfaction I take in the creation consistent with ty. 
being dead to all below, and a mean of leading me more to God: 
Is the turn of my mind and temper in due subjection, not leading me 


\ 
\ 


to any extreme, either of too much silence, or of too maeh talkative- a 


ness, of reserve, or freedom? 


XV. Am I courteous, not severe myself to all with 
sweetness ? Striving’ to give no one pan, but to gain and win all for 
mer cood? 

XVI. Am I vivilint’ time, every opportunity 
of doing good ; or “do | spare myself, being careless about the souls 
and bodies to which I might do good? Can I do no more than I do? 
~ Dol perform the most servile offices, such as require labor and hu- 

-miliation, with cheerfulness? Is my conversation always seasoned 
with salt, at every time aasainate ing some kind of favor to those T 
am with? 

Dol « love God with all my heart’ 2” Do I 
present myself, my time, substance, talents, and. all that I have, a 
a living sacrifice? Is every thought brought into subjection to 
Christ? Do I like, or dislike, only such things as are ees or dis- 
pleasing toGod? | 
~ XVIII. Do I love God with all my strength and are my spirit- 
ual faculties always vigorous? Do I give way to no sinful languor? 
Am I always on my “watch ? Do not business, worldly care, ¢ and 
_ Conversation, damp my fervor and zeal for God? 
XIX, Do I love my neighbor as my sel; man for Christ's 
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listen to no groundless surmises, nor judge from appearances? Can 
I bridle my tongue, never speaking of the faults of another, but with 
a view to do good; and when I am obliged to do it, have I the testi- 
mony that [sin not? Have I that love which hopeth, believeth, and 
endureth all things ? | | 
How ain [in my sleep? If Satan presents an evil imagi- | 
nation, does my will immediately resist, or give way toit? 
| Txt. Do I bear the infirmities of age or sickness, without seek- 
, “ing to repair the decays of nature by strong liquors; or do 1 make’ 
| Christ my sole support, casting the burden of a | feeble body | into” the 
of hismercy? 

Many consider that “ perfect love which oasvatli: out fear” as in- 
stantaneous ; all grace is so ; but what is given in a moment, is en- — 
larged and established by dili: vence and fidelity. That which is 
-stantaneous in its descent, is perfective i in its increase. 

; This is certain,—too much grace cannot be desired or looked for ; 
» and to believe and obey with all the power we have, is the highway 
to receive all we have not. There is a day of pentecost for believ-— 
ers ; a time when the Holy Ghost descends abundantly. Happy they 
who receive most of this perfect love, and of \that establishing grace, 
\ which may~preserve them from such falls and decays: as they were 
“before liable to. 
“Jesus, Lord of all, grant thy purest to every waiting disci 
us with the knowledge of. thy will, and show us. the 
mark of the prize of our high calling.” ‘Let us die to all thou art 
not! and seek thee with our whole heart, till we engoy. the fulness of 
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For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 
_ HINDRANCES. 


Ma. it in my heart for a while past, to send 
vou another short communication. for the Guide. It seems to me | 
that too much cannot be said/on the subject of experimental and = 3 
: practical holiness, by way of explaining its nature and enforcing its = 
necessity ; for this, of all subjects, is the most important to the Chris- ee 
tian. =O that it might receive attention corresponding to its impor- : 
tance ; yet, alas! this is not the case : it is neglected by the greater 
part of professing Christians. Look where you will in the Christian 
Church, and how few can be seen that profess the blessing of holi-- 


— ness. Now is it not well worth our attention to ascertain, and if pos- 
90 * 
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‘sible, remove the cause or ‘causes of this state of things ? To this 
then we call attention. 


entire sanctification, as being attainable in the present life at least, be- 
fore the moment of death, and hence consistently neglect to seek, and 

— fail to find this pearl of great price. Is it not truly surprising that. a 
person can thus believe, or rather disbelieve, when the Bible is so 


plain on the subject, especially the following passages ? Deut. xxx. 6; 
Ezekiel xxxvi. 25, 26; Matt. v.48; 1 Thess. v. 24; 1 Johni. 7, 9: 


~ limit the attainment of this blessing to the article of death, but on the 
“contrary they speak of it as being: attainable now. — 


way to obtain it, that they either never seek it, or seeking something 
yelse in its stead, fail of success ; some place it much too high ; in- 
deed, I am inclined to think that a vreat many miss the blessing, by 
3 looking for too great things. It is true, sanctification is a great work, 
but then we are apt to exaggerate and magnify so as to make it above 
our reach. Now, in every enterprise, correct information is very ne- 


cessary, in order to success, but in no one more so than in relation to 


study the Bible and other books on the subject, and.also consult some. 
judicious friend, especially one who enjoys the blessing. — 
3. Others are prevented by the silence and indifference that may. 
: revel on the subject where they live. They perhaps are awakened © 
to see and feel its necessity, and would seek it, had they any one 
to encourage them; but, it may be their preacher, or leader, ox 
~ friends, do not say any thing on the subject, and hence they are dis- | 
couraged, and tempted to reason thus—My teachers do not profess. 
the blessing, and why should I? and if I should, others would say 1 
professed more than I enjoyed. Is there not too much silence on 
this subject ? Ought it not to be talked about in public, and to be made 
the matter of private conversation and personal inquiry? If this 
were done, how soon there would be an excitement on the subject, 
~ and many would experience the blessing who now live without it. 
' 4, Some are discouraged about seeking, because they see so 
much sin and corruption in their own hearts—their besetments are so 


- they never can gain a complete victory. 


think ; the conviction you feel of your utter helplessness, and the 
_ sight you have of remaining depravity, are the very means God 1s 
using to deliver you from all sin. He first gives youa sight of your- 
sake, and honor all men, as the 1 image of God : > Dol think, no thin 


1. And in the first place, some do not. believe in the doctrine of 


Rom. vi. 22. It is worthy of remark that the scriptures no where 


2. Many have such erroneous views concerning its nature, and the _ 


~ holiness. Therefore, a person should seek for a right understanding - 
of the subject, and. the means to obtain it. In order to this, let him — 


strong, and they are so frequently overcome by them, that they think» 7s 


To such we would say, your case is not so discouraging as you. 
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Personal Experience 


selves, that you may seek to be cleansed. Do not be discouraged, 
then, but cry mightily to God for deliverance. 
5. Again, many seek in a wrong way. They either seek by faith 


alone or works alone, hence fail “of success ; we must not make 


works the condition of our sanctification—must not trust in what we 
have done or can do: to this we are very prone, and eopegaeenyy 
become discouraged because we do not obtain. 

Others seek by faith alone—they pray for humility, but as soon as. 
they have done, they indulge in pride, or they pray to be kept from 
temptation, and then run richt into it, or they groan and struggle for 
victory over their enemies, ‘and yet neglect to watch against them, or 
they perhaps seek for. sanctification, but still live in the neglect of a 
known duty or the indulgence of sinful pleasures. This is what de- 
. stroys our hopes—here is the great secret of unanswered prayers and 
unsuccessful efforts. You must, then, properly balance faith and 
works ; live for what you pray, and thus be consistent. | 

6. Once more: many fail of obtaining sanctification, benicte they 
do not persevere in seeking ;—they have correct views—have com- 
-menced right, and are advancing towards the blessing, but they stop 


before: they reach it. Doubtless thousands have not obtained, sim-— 
ply because they did not continue.» Perhaps if they had sought a 
little longer or a little more earnest, God would have sanctified them. 


Do not be discouraged, then, though you may not obtain as soon as 

you desire—keep the blessing constantly in view—labor to feel its 
_ value—seek it steadily, consistently, perseveringly—lay hold upon 
~ jtas a drowning man would upon any thing held out to save his life— 


hold’ on—never let go. God is willing, and able, and ready, to do 


~ the work. “ Faithful j is he that pallet yu, who also will do it.” 
Mass. | A- 


\ 
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PERSONAL EXPERIENCE. | 


: Dean Breruren,—l submit to you the following foi an insertion — 
in the Guide, if you judge it subservient to the cause “of truth. 


At the first appearance of the prospectus for the Guide, I rejoiced. soa 


_ that such a work was in contemplation ; and in its appearance, | have 
more than. realized my expectations.. It comes a welcome messen- 
ger, truly containing “a feast of fat things,’ by which I am fed and — 


strengthened ; and being constrained by the love of Christ to declare _ 
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more extensively what he hath done for my soul, I will attempt so to 
do through this medium. | 
_ Fifteen years since, | embraced the religion of Christ ; sought, and 
‘I believe obtained, the pardon of amy sins. ran well for a season, 
but afterwards an evel heart brought me into difficulty. Evil pro- 
_ pensities discovered themselves ; unholy desires gratified, brought me — 
into bondage, and I had not power to stand against the inclinations of — | 
my natural heart. ‘Though I often attempted, and strove to crucify = | 
the flesh, and was approved and blest of the Lord in so doing, yet [ 
_ was not conqueror; and in consequence of this, I was led oftento = {- 
doubt the reality of my adoption into Christ’s family—to walk in dark- | 
_ness, and wander as sheep without a shepherd. O, happy hadit = | - 
- been for me had I heard of a Deliverer—of Jesus as a Saviour from 
all sin. Happier still, if, when I did hear, which was the case a few 
~ years after, J had embraced him. But long I stumbled through 
unbelief. ‘Though I was long sensible, and often deeply convinced, 
of the great necessity of an entire renovation of my nature, yet 1 = Pp 
seemed afraid to believe for the fulfilment of those promises which 
secure to.us redemption from all iniquity, and deliverance from all 
_ our spiritual enemies. — It would be impossible to enumerate the many 
obstacles which appeared to hinder my coming into this state; yet I~ 
 felt.an increasing sense of the necessity of it, in order to glorify my. 
_ heavenly Father, and to discharge the duties of my calling. During 
four years previous to the season of which I shall soon speak, this = 
~ subject rested with more than usual weight upon my mind; and sev- | 
eral times I believe I was brought to the promised rest. I then | 
needed a guide to show me the way. I was not fully aware thatthe 
Holy Spirit would lead me into all truth, if I earnestly sought its 
teachings ; and although it taught me, yet from the weakness of my 
- About three years ago I attended a camp meeting. Were It; pos- 4\: 
_ sible, L would describe the state of my mind at the meeting, and a_ 
_ short time previous to it; but I cannot. Though I believed 1 was in 
favor with God, I loved his people and his truth, yet se/f was before 
the cross, duty was a burden, and O my leanness, my unlikeness to. ~ 
my Saviour, were the deep secret moanings of my heart. Onmy 
way to the encampment, and as I entered the tented grove, I felt an 
unusual ardent desire to be profited by the meeting, but a still clearer 
_ discovery of the desperate state of my heart greatly depressed my J 
spirits. Apparently nothing was asitshould be. Self-will and pride J 
_ were holding sway, and all, ALL was impure, unholy, and wretched. 
_ And as I continued to view my state, my distress on account of it 
increased, until the evening of the second day, when my desires to 
_ be made clean were so intense, that in the agony of my soul I cried 


| 


| 
| j 
| 
| 
| 
| ¥ 
| 
| 
Wh 
“Thy 
Bh) 
‘ | 
} 
Wwe 
a 
\ 
it 4) 
AM 
ith 
a 
it! 
4 
4 
Gg 
> 
i 
| 


\ 


_ Personal Exvpertence. 237 


unto the Lord, for this was my last resort—other expectations were 
cut off. Icried in my anguish and desperation—Lord, purify this ~ . 
wretched heart just now. doubted not his power or willingness, — 
and at that moment he answered my prayer. In the twinkling of an 
eye the great work was wrought ; accompanied, too, with so clear an 
assurance, as rendered it impossible to doubt. | O, the glorious change! 
But language cannot describe what I then realized. | felt the weight — a 


of the apostle’s expressions, “ Joy unspeakable and full of glory.” a 


\ Never had I believed that my voice would be heard in shouts of | 
‘praise on earth ; but now it seemed impossible to suppress the emo- 4 


tions of gratitude which filled my soul ; nor did I, in the least, desire 
to refrain from giving glory to him who had wrought so great a work 
within me, but rather I ardently desired to tell to all the wondrous” 
story, that they, too, might join me in praising him. And O, the 
willingness I saw in my blessed Saviour to do the same for every be- = 
liever! I could not be willing that one, either of our own persuasion — 
-or of another, should be satisfied till pure an heart. : a 
~ [ should delight to dwell long upon this memorable season, but for 
the inadequacy of language to describe its blessedness. Never had 
my poor heart conceived such a complete victory over spiritual ene- — 
mies, such entire deliverance from inbred corruption, as I now real-_ 
- ized. The contending elements of passion were instantly hushed, and 
there was a great calm; and although filled with glory, yet was per- | 
-fectly tranquil as in a midnight slumber, so that I was led to exclaim, 
I know God hath done this; and should earth and hell combine to | 
persuade me to doubt, [ cannot, unless I doubt my existence. The 
change was far greater-than I ever before experienced. My whole 
being seemed created anew. ‘This is to me far the most interesting — 
period in my life. I‘now began to live as [ never did before, by faith 
on the Son of God. Praised be God that he led. me by a way which - 
I knew not, and hath proved himself to be an all-sufficient Saviour. 4 
‘Through his grace alone, and faith in his all-atoning blood, from that a 
time until now, | have claimed him as my present Saviour; and z 
although Satan aims at me many a fiery dart, and threatens hard my | 
overthrow, yet knowing in whom I have believed, I still hang upon 
his gracious promises, and feel that through him I am more than con- _ 
queror.. The ardent desire, which at that time was begotten within | 
my breast, that all Christians should know and receive this truth as it 
is in Jesus, has never abated, but has led me to make efforts to con- 
vince them of their high and holy calling. Although weaker than a 
_ bruised reed, and claiming no strength of my own, yet constrained b 
| the love of Christ which passeth all understanding, [ will bear testi- 
mony that the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all unrighteous- 
ness; and I feel verily that he does enable me to love Aim with all 
my heart. My entire affections are centred in him, and in every act 
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I desire shove all things to please him. The cross of Chest is NOW 


my delight, for by it I am crucified-to the world and the world to me. 


Through Christ alone, I reckon myself dead indeed unto sin and alive 
to.God. Glory be to God for this new and living way—for the way 
into the holiest by the blood of Jesus. O, the wonderful scheme of . 


redemption! God manifest in the flesh to ‘destroy. sin! Jesus him- 
_ Self a sacrifice for sin!! Believest thou this, O thou trembling, des- 
ponding soul? That he might redeem thee from. all iniquity, and 


save thee from all thy. sens, ‘he hath shed his own blood. What _ 
‘More could he have done? Rely, then, upon his word. Believe | 


and be saved. Look and Live. 


W, 
Chickopee Falls, Jan. 1841. | 


or the Guide to Christian 


"USEFULNESS or THE GUIDE. 


Mr. believe Guide is of doing much 
good, and hence I rejoice in its existence and circulation. Lam happy 


to learn that the persons whom ] have prevailed on to take it, are” 


. highly pleased with it, and seem to derive much profit from it. I will 
give you one instance. | recently received a communication from an 


Intimate friend of mine—a pious sister in the Church—of which the — 


following is an extract: * * * “ But the hurry of business was soon 
— over, and I resolved to give myself anew to God. But O, how shall 1 
‘describe my feelings when | saw how short I had come of doing all my 
Master’s will. I hoped against hope, and believed, andventured on him, 
and felt my soul restored, ,—that | was wholly the Lord’ gs: sol felt fora. 
number of weeks, and when I testified of this, I seemed to have the im- 


pression that I batieved because 1 would Meligte. While reading some 
_ of the bright experiences in the Guide, particularly C, Fitch’s, I saw 


my witness was not like his. J] began praying for the witness, and [ 
seemed in a measure to lose what I had. 1 found I must be thankful | 
for what 1 had received, and look for more. ‘Since then I have 
had many blessed seasons, and rejoiced in the mighty power of God. 
Our meeting in the morning, (Christmas niorning, ) was one of such 
power to my soul, that I think [ will doubt no more. But I-cannot 


keep myself a moment—I need every moment the merits of Christ’s — 
death. O, the blessedness of living by faith on the atonement of — 


t am frequently led to ask myself the question, how can 


Christ. 


such and such things be consistent with perfect love? J am not 
nappy: do not alw ays that of faith in 
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prayer. I once seemed filled with his love, but now my business 
‘seems to call my mind off many times. But I will praise the Lord 

for what he has done and is still doing for my soul. O,*; TI cannot 
doubt but that my soul ts cleansed from all sin ; and while 1 am writ- 
ing, I feel the fire burning in my heart.” Speaking of the Guide, 
she says, “I expect always to praise God in time and eternity, for — 
the help the Guide has been to me. Glory to God that he ever 
-yaised up the Editor to bring such a work before the world ;” and 
then in accordance with the warm feelings of her heart, and her de- | 
sire that others should participate in the same benefits, adds, “My — 

.. prayer to God js, that it may be carried as on the wings of the wind. 
to the ends of the earth, till all flesh that 1s human. may catch the 
sound—salvation from all sin.” And now, Mr. Editor, this is not a 
solitary instance of the good done by the circulation of the Guide ; 
hundreds of others have received special benefit from it. Why, then, 
should it not be extensively circulated? How few of our people 
know any thing about the Guide. J think I have sent you between 

~ twenty and thirty subscribers since its commencement, and I pledge ° 
myself to send you as many more if nothing unusual prevents. 
We have many interesting facts, which we might state, showing the ‘usefulness 
of this publication. We have, however, said but little on that subject, lest we 
: should seem to boast. But as another hand has prepared an article we insert it; 
hoping it may interest others in behalf of the Guide. 


\ 


EXTRACT. 


Love -ro Curist.—Love to Christ consists in a vast esteem of | 
his worth, and boundless admiration of his infinite perfections, attended 
with sincere love to him, and fervent gratitude for his blessings. — 
Love implies a spiritual understanding, or a conception of clear and — 
"just ideas of him; a sense of interest in his heart; anda forcible incli-. 
nation of the will to him, considered as the supreme God. ‘This will 


produce a lively emotion of the purest passions towards him as the | 


) In Christ there is every possible excellence to feed the passion of — 

Jove, and raise it to the utmost force and fire: God the Father deter- 
mined in the constitution of the person of Christ, to furnish out an 

object that should infinitely exceed the warmest love of men and_ 


angels ; an object that should exhaust and distance all created. pow- 


ers and affections ; an object that should exceed all others, and be 
absolutely unrivalled and unparalleled to eternity. In the person of 
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Christ you see the lowest humility and infinite glory, the sweetest 


_meekness and infinite majesty, the deepest reverence of God, and yet 
~ fall equality with God in all divine perfections : you see in him pa- 
-tience under the worst of evils, and yet he was worthy of all possible 
- good: an exceeding g creat spirit of the most humble obedience, and 

_ Supreme dominion over all—perfect resignation to the divine will , and 
absolute sovereignty over heaven, earth and hell: extreme poverty . 


and reliance on God for a crumb of bread, joimed with all-sufficiency _ 
for ten thousand worlds. | 


divine glory: love to God in the highest exertions, and at the same 
moment the utmost love to God’s enemies. He appeared most zeal-_ 
ous for God’s justice, and yet suffered most awfully from justice: he 
displayed the most illustrious holiness ;.and yet was treated as the 


most guilty man that ever lived in the world: he was dealt with as 


_ most unworthy, and yet was never more worthy than when he sweat | 
blood in the garden, and died on the cross: he suffered most day! 
tremely from those very persons to whom he showed the greatest 
love: and when he was most of all in the power of his enemies, he — 
then gained the most glorious victory over his enemies. — This is the 


glorious person: who is the supreme object of your love: and is he 


| ‘not worthy of your utmost esteem, your ardent desire, your strongest _ 
_. good will, and your most intense delictit 2 This is the creat God- 
man who ought to be the end of all your studies, the end and matter _ 
of all your sermons, and the end of ypu life and existence for time — 


0 that with all thy saints I might RG | 

By sweet experience prove, 

What is the length, and breadth, and height, Ae 2 
And of perfect ! | 


In the actions of Christ, you see the most amazing humiliation and — 
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